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by Dr. Greg Dixon

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in
swaddling clothes, and laid him in amanger, because therewas
no room for themintheinn (Luke 2:7). Who has not read these
wordsin stark wonderment that there was no room anywherein
thelittle city of Bethlehem for the Christ child soon to be born?
Wouldtherehavebeenroom for Himif theinnkeeper had known
who was to be born to this unlikely couple? Only eternity will
reveal these things, however according to the Apostle Paul, the
rulers who were responsible for the death of the Lord Jesus
would not have crucified Him if they had known that the lowly
Nazarenewas“the Lord of Glory.” One can only hopethat this
was the case with this man. But on the other hand, considering
Mary’s condition, would not the milk of human kindness have
been enough for her to be given at least aroom in hisown quar-
ters. But we should not be surprised, because there never has
beenroom for Himinthisold sin cursed earth. Neither hasthere
been much room for those who truly follow His precepts. We
must alwaysremember Hiswordsrecorded by the Apostle John,
“If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated
you. If yewere of thisworld, theworld would love hisown: but
becauseye are not of theworld, but | have chosen you out of the
world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word that
| said unto you, The servant is not greater than his Lord. If they
have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have
kept my saying, they will keep yoursalso (John 15:18-21). Our
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Cordcontinuedthisthemeasnel ISAISCIpIesust prior
to Hiscrucifixion, “ Thesethingsl| havespoken untoyou, that ye
should not be offended. They shall put you out of the synagogues:
yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that
he doeth God service (Johnl16:1-2).

This warning was never more apparent than in the way that
the congregation of the Indianapolis Baptist Temple has been
treated by the Internad Revenue Service and the U.S. Justice
Department with the determined aid of the federal courts as
they literally stolesix million dollarsworth of property usingthe
color of thelaw. The psalmist said that they “frameiniquity by a
law” (Psalm 94:20). But now, after literaly driving the Temple
family out on to the streets, the Metropolitan Board of Zoning
Appeals of Marion County (BZA) has turned down a zoning
variance by avote of 3-2 that would have given the beleaguered
church a permanent home.

Mr. and Mrs. Linzie T. Brock, long time members of the Bap-
tist Temple, recently made plansto purchasealarge vacant build-
ing at the corner of Hannah and Madison Ave,, right acrossfrom
the University of Indianapolis, for the purpose of |easing the prop-
erty to the church. The sale was contingent on zoning in that the
areais zoned commercial and areligious use for the property
would be subject to avariance by the BZA. However when the
variance was applied for, the zoning board, after severa delays,
voted againgt the Baptist Templemoving into buildingsin spite of
a recommendation of their own staff in favor of the variance.
Everything was on afast track for approval until aremonstrator
by the name of Gerhard Klemm came forward on the last day
that thelaw allowed for objections. Mr. Klemm ownsthe prop-
erty adjacent tothe prospective IBT property and was concerned
that the use of theland by achurch might hinder him from getting
aliquor license because Indiana Law requires 200 feet separa-
tion between liquor establishments and churches or schoals. It
might be of interest to our readerstolearnthat Mr. Klemmis the
brother-in-law to Crystal DeHaan of the Crystal DeHaan Foun-
dation who purchased the Baptist Templeproperty for $1,500,000,
had the church buil dingsbulldozed down, and established achar-
ter school where the Temple's church school had been.
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Lawsuit Filed By Alliance
Defense Fund

A lawsuit was filed in Federa District
Court in Indianapolis on March 28 by at-
torneys for the Alliance Defense Fund
(ADF) of Phoenix, Arizona, on behaf of
Gregory A. Dixon and Linzie T. and Iva
L. Brock against the City of Indianapolis
and the Metropolitan Board of Zoning
Appealsof Marion County. Thisactionis
for adeclaratory judgment, temporary re-
graining order, preliminary and permanent
injunction, and damages arising from the
City’'sand the BZA's discriminatorily re-
grictiveregulation of rdigiousland usesin
the City. Plaintiff’s alege that the City’s
Zoning Code, both onits face and as ap-
plied to them, violatestheir First Amend-
ment rightsto thefree exercise of religion
and freedom of speech, their Fourteenth
Amendment rights to due process and
equal protection of the law, the Religious
Land Use...Act of 2000 (RLUIPA), and
Articles1, 2and 3 of thelndianaCongtitu-
tion. David R. Langdon of Cincinnati, Ohio
and Robert H. Tyler of Temecula, Cali-
fornia are representing the Plaintiffs and
Herbert Jensen of Jensen & Associates
of Indianapolisisacting asloca counsdl.

This may very well be one of the most
important religiousliberty casesinthehis-
tory of our nation in that it challenges all
zoning laws pertaining to churches. The
complaint alleges that the Zoning Code
defines”Religion” andthat “...areligious
useisnot apermitted useasof rightinany
zoning district inthe City of Indianapolis.
According to Indiana Law religious uses
ared sopermittedin residentiad areaswhen
adispensation is given through agrant of
Specia Exception by the BZA. If it is
granted, a church is required not only to
conform to all development standards of
thegpplicabledwe lingdidtrict, but dso“to
all conditionsattached to thegrant of Spe-
cid Exception” by theBZA, includingthe
imposition of “restrictionsand conditions
which are more restrictive than the appli-
cable development standards of the
BZA”. Netheristheir any legidativeguid-
ance given to the BZA that would define
the character or limits of those additional
resrictions. Andtoaddinsulttoinjury there
isno process available to those who wish
to establishachurchinaCommercid Dis-

trict.

The only other way for a church to lo-
cateinacommercia or residential areais
to secure a variance. However, there are
fivebarriersthat must be met which make
it virtually impossible to secure the vari-
anceover the caprice of thefiveman Zon-
ing Board which amountsto an aristocratic
dictatorship when it comesto property in
Indianapalis.

To demonstrate the long and cumber-
some procedure that churches have to
meet, the process for IBT to secure this
property began on September 10, 2002.
The variance request was rejected when
theBZA led by the chairman, who attends
aChrigtian Church, voted againgt the buil d-
ingsbeing usedfor religiouspurposeseven
though it has stood empty for along time.
Obvioudly, the Baptist Temple occupying
the space would have upgraded the area
and would be adeterrent to urban decline.
It is aso interesting that the first of the
five criteria mentioned above to secure
zoning says, “ Theapprova will not bein-
juriousto the public hedlth, safety, morals,
and genera welfare of the community.”
However, Mr. Klem, the lone remonstra-
tor, doesn’t have to get approval fromthe
BZA toputinany number of several types
of liquor establishments on his property.
Obvioudly, the present standard for gov-
ernmentis, if it'slegal it'smoral. And yet,
very few Christiansunderstand thediffer-
ence between legal and lawful whichisto
say biblical.

All Of Society Given
Special Privileges
Over The Rights Of Churches

When our nation began, our founding
fathers made sure that the Christian
churches of the nation would be guaran-
teed absolute freedom to propagate the
gospel of the Lord Jesus Chrigt. Shortly
thereafter, the various states did the same,
including the State of Indiana, when they
came into the Union. But, alas, the
churches are now the tail instead of the
head. Nothing demonstratesthisfact more
than the present Zoning laws in Indiana
and across the country. The ADF
Attorney’s argue in the complaint that,
“ Althoughthe City prohibitsreligioususes
except under limited circumstancesit per-
mits, as of aright other usesin numerous

zoning districts. For example the follow-
ing usesarealowed by rightinthevarious
commercia digtrictsincluding the C-4 and
C-5 where the Plaintiffs seek to pursue a
religioususe: Auditorium; Assembly Hall;
Community Center; Multi-service Center;
Neighborhood Center; Membership Orge-
nization or Club; Civic Club; Funeral
Home; School and Educational Service
Fadilities, Singing Society; Fraterna Lodge;
and other uses similar and comparablein
character to the above related permitted
uses.” The Plaintiff’s argue that the BZA
even makesadistinction betweenreligious
and non-religious assembling. They also
make the point that the BZA laws are not
even neutral or of general application as
the Supreme Court hasinterpreted the First
Amendment in the past. The point isaso
made in the suit that religious speech is
treated at a lower priority than al other
speech. This means that at most of the
abovetype of assemblieseven blagphemy
would be permitted; but assembly that is
designed for wordsof praiseto Godispro-
hibited by current law. Another point that
ismade with great clarity isthat the Zon-
ing laws create an unconstitutional prior
restraint. Thisiscons stent with thefamous
Murdock case where acity in Pennsylva-
niademanded alicensein order to sell re-
ligious books. Another serious encroach-
ment onreligionisthefact that theselaws
prohibit theright of association. It'sdl right
to associate with drunkardsin aliquor es-
tablishment butitisillegd to associatewith
sober folks at church.
The City Of Indianapolis
Order’s IBT Misson Church
To Vacate Also

In spite of the fact that their own prop-
erty was seized illegally by Federal
Marshd’son February 13, 2001, the con-
gregation of IBT hasmonetarily and physi-
caly built four churches on the mission
fieldsof Honduras, Haiti and Mexico. The
church has aso started a Hispanic and
black church in Indianapolis. It has also
founded aninner city church caled Crown
Of LifeBaptist Churchthat is pastored by
GregDzula. Thechurch, whichislocated
a Rural and Washington Streets, received
a letter from the City of Indianapolis on
March 5 dating, “The location and op-
eration of a church in acommercia dis-
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trict is not permitted. Either vacate the
structure or obtain a Variance of Use”
Also according to theletter, if the Church
does not vacate the Washington Street
property, or if a Variance of Use is not
obtained on or beforeMarch 20, 2003, the
City intends to take further enforcement
action. At the same approximate time,
therewere eight other inner city churches
that received the sametype of notice. Itis
obvious that the city would rather these
buildings rot to the ground than have
churches remodel and clean them up,
whichisaboon to the neighborhoodsboth
physically and morally, than to lose their
ability to dictate the use of these proper-
ties. Apparently itisof little concerntothe
BZA and city fathers that this drug-in-
fested areaisvastly improved by the pres-
ence of these churches. Crown of Lifeis
not named asapart of thelawsuit because
theowner has applied for the permit. That
bridge will have to be crossed if the vari-
anceisdenied, but inthemeantimelet us
never forget what U.S. Attorney Robert
Metzger said before the 7th Circuit Court
of Appedsinthe IBT case: “An uncon-
trolled church is untenable in society to-
day.”

Some of us have tried to warn the
churches for years that this would be the
final end to this one hundred year stint of
operating as businesses by means of in-
corporation and other legal trappings, but
few have listened. If a bride begins run-
ningwith harlots, it won't belong until she
is trested as one. How can the churches
of America expect the favored treatment
and protection that the federal and state
constitutions guarantee if they flaunt this
envied protectionto crawl in bed with gov-
ernment for provision and protection that
has been promised to them by God? Dur-
ing the attack on IBT, the spokesperson
for the IRS said that they treat the India
napolis Baptist Templejust like any other
business. In other words, businesses pay
taxes sowhy shouldn’t thereligious busi-
ness. Now with these repressive zoning
lawsthey are treating churches even less
than businesses.

The Tip Of The lceberg
The zoning crisisin Indianapolisis but
thetip of theiceberg nationally. The Trum-
pet reported a few years ago about the

casein Evansville, Indiana, whereachurch
washeing denied theright to haveaprayer
meeting. In fact, one person in city gov-
ernment told the pastor that they had driven
past the church and saw their sign adver-
tising a prayer mesting. In essence, they
had turned law enforcement that is sup-
posed to be Peace Officersinto the” prayer
police.” Thankfully, the church won their
casein court but no one ever thinks about
thecost intime and money that could have
been used for the spreading of the gospel
of Chrigt. But, thisistypicd of hundreds
of these cases that are smultaneousy
taking placeall over America. Oneof the
most celebrated cases was the church in
Cadlifornia that recently bought property
to relocate. After raising several million
dollarsandjumping throughall of thehoops,
the City denied the zoning because they
did not want to lose the tax base. Another
casein point isasmall church east of In-
dianapolisthat began having servicesina
residential area. The city drove them out
because it wasn't zoned for religion. The
church, for whatever reason, not wanting
tofight theissuesmply moved tothecoun-
try. At that point, the County drove them
out because they were in an area zoned
for farming not religion. Finally, the pas-
tor disbursed the church and moved to
Ohio.
Zoning Laws A U.N. Plot
To Destroy All Local Churches

Few people ever want to believe that
thereisaconspiracy against God and His
people. But this Satanically devised plan
to thwart the program of God has been
going steadily forward ever sincethe gar-
den of Edenandwill cometoaheadinthe
find world palitical, economic, andreligious
system headed up by the Anti-Christ and
False Prophet. It was predicted a Gen-
esis 3:15 with these words, “And | will
put enmity between thee and the woman,
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
heel.” What many believersfail to under-
stand is that Satan will bruise the hedl of
Christ and will aso bruise many of His
followersaong the way.

“U.N. Targets Local Churches For
Eradication,” thiswastheheadingonal?
page report prepared by The Christian
ALERT Network (TCAN) of Killeen,

Texas, warning the pastors and churches
throughout the entire world of theinsidi-
ousgoal of the United Nationsto literally
eiminate dl local churches by whatever
nameor doctrinal persuasion. Thismeans
that the U.N. has literally declared war
onall religionsand especialy Chrigtianity.
One of the main weapons of the U.N.,
according to the report, is to use zoning
and other regulatory lawsaready in place
to simply either regulate or zone loca
churches out of existence. (For the com-
plete report at no charge contact us by
mail, e-mail or phone).

Weshouldall pray earnestly that thiscase
will bewoninfavor of religiousliberty and
that the congregation of theBaptist Temple
will be able to have a permanent placeto
worship after these many months. It hasn't
been easy renting the Emmerich Manual
High School Fine Arts Auditorium inthe
winter and Jonathan Byrd's Convention
Center in Greenwood, Indiana, inthesum-
mer and other church auditoriums and
motel swimming poolsfor baptismal ser-
vices. They are certainly learning the
meaning of the blessed scripturesthat say,
“Let us go forth therefore without the
camp, bearing hisreproach. For herehave
we no continuing city, but we seek oneto
come.” (Hebrews 13:13,14)

DOUBLE VICTORY FOR THE
BAPTIST TEMPLE

We have just learned that on May 20th
thecity of Indianapolisagreedto settlethe
lawsuit brought against them by the
Brocksand Pastor Dixonin favor of the
church. The city will give the Brocks
the zoning variance for the property that
they seek to purchase with no strings
attached. The agreement also means
that the church can oppose a liquor li-
censeif Mr. Klemm should seek onein
the future. They also will recommend
that the City-County Council of India-
napolisamend their zoning laws, which
discriminates against churches. Thecity
also agreed to pay al attorney fees for
the Alliance Defense Fund and court
costs. On the same day the Metropoli-
tan Board of Zoning Appealsinlessthan
five minutes approved a variance for
the owners of the property where the
Crown of Life Baptist Church meets.

See NO ROOM pg. 9
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ATTORNEY GENERAL JOHN ASHCROFT SAYS
HE ORDERED THE RAID ON THE BAPTIST
TEMPLE -IMPLIESTHAT THE CHURCH IS

A TERRORIST ORGANIZATION! gy or. creg pixon

There has been virtually no media at-
tention concerning the shocking remarks
made by Attorney General John Ash-
croft at the swearing in ceremony for
Benigno Reyna, the new head of the
U.S. Marshals Service, on December 5,
2001 in Arlington, Virginia. Wefed that
inthelight of recent legidation and what
isstill planned in the future for the citi-
zens of our country, that our readers
would beinterested in what our govern-
ment considers terrorists to be. This
should be true especially in the light of
the Patriot Act | and the Domestic Se-
curity Enhancement Act of 2003 (SB22)
whichisin committeeat the present time
and, which according to many constitu-
tionalists, makesterroristsout of alarge
segment of American society. We also
feel that itisimportant for thefollowing
information to be kept beforethe public
and in particular the Christian commu-
nity. Following arethe pertinent excerpts
from Mr. Ashcroft’'s speech that was
carried live at approximately 3 p.m. over
CNN and Fox News Network. (The
wordsin bold caps and italics are mine
for emphasis).

“And it's a pleasure to stand
next to and with men and
women whose responsibility,
ambition, duty and opportunity
itistoreinforce the framework
of freedom: that’s the rule of
law that characterizes the
United Statesof America. | am
honored to be with you. | am
honored to work with you and
to serve you.

“Director Reyna, when | next
speak to the President, it will be
my very happy pleasure to re-
port that the leadership team
that he selected for the federal
law enforcement of the United
States of Americais now offi-

cialy installed. And what a
team it is. I'm glad you are a
part of it. And | particularly
want to thank the chief of staff
of the President of the United
States, Secretary Card, for
being herewith ustoday. Would
you mind standing up so | can
applaudyou...

“Asthe Marsha Service Di-
rector, Ben Reyna, will stand
with the men and women of the
Marshal Service on the front
lines of thewar against terror -
ism. Just as our service men
and women are risking their
lives in the battle against the
enemy overseas (referring to
our troops in Afghanistan in
their effort against the 911
terrorists), it falls to those of
uswho are hereat homein law
enforcement tolead in America
the battle against the ENEM Y
AT HOME. The fight
against terrorism and the
preservation of innocent
lives from terrorist threat is
now the first and overriding
priority of the Department of
Justice. And even though the
federal justice system today is
more complex thanit waswhen
President Washington appointed
thefirst 13 U.S. Marshals, our
mission must be equally clear.
Over the centuries, carrying out
that mission has required new
ways of doing business.

Now when terrorism
threatensour future, we can-
not affordtoliveinthepast. We
have to embrace the future and
our core mission of protecting
the nation and the citizens of our
nation.

Yes, it isahuge undertaking,
but this department can change
when necessary and adapt (and
it can do so while it maintains
high standards) safeguardsthat
are essential to the democracy
inwhichwelive. Themen and
women of thisparticular agency,
theU.S. Marshal’s Service, are
among the finest law enforce-
ment officersintheworld. But
the federal government cannot
win this battle alone. We must
forge new relationships of trust
with our partners in state and
local law enforcement.”

The rest of Ashcroft’'s speech was
taken up with more personal praise of
Reyna and then he finished with this
bombshdll:

“And | would just add that since
| became attorney general, I’ ve
had numerous opportunities to
witness the truth of your mes-
sage. For example, when |
came on board last winter, the
first Department of Justice op-
eration conducted on my watch
wasfor the department to seize
the assets of an organization
known asthe Indiana(sic) Bap-
tist Temple. ItwasaMarsha’s
Service assignment. The men
and women of this agency
worked patiently; they worked
professionally with other law
enforcement officials, with the
media, and with church leaders
to resolve some very thorny is-
sues, not the least of those is-
sues was the threat of armed
militiasand VIOLENCE.

This organization, you, the
Marshals Service, DEFUSED
A POWDER KEG SITUA-
TION. You accomplished your
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mission, and in doing so, you
earned the gratitude of anation
that knowsthe value of profes-
sionalism and dedicationinlaw
enforcement. That success
helped me start my job on the
right foot, and I’ m not likely to
forgetit.”

You will note that Mr. Ashcroft said
that this was his first act after taking
officein January of 2001. He had been
in office only one week. The Clinton/
Reno Administration had precipitated
this persecution against our church but
had not moved on the church for more
than eighty days. Why wasn’'t Mr. Ash-
croft willing to try and work things out,
which he had every legal right to do?
How could he have possibly known any-
thing about the pastors and congrega-
tion of the Baptist Temple in just one
week with all of the other duties and
housekeeping responsibilitiesthat come
with moving into anew job, etc.? The
answer obviously issimple; hecouldn’t
have known anything except what his
advisors told him about the situation.
Apparently, they led himto believe that
the pastors and members of the Baptist
Temple were terrorists and a threat to
do physical harm to the Marshals as-
signed to seizing the church property.
They led him to believe that we were
domestic enemies just as the Al Queda
terrorists that our soldiers were track-
ing down overseas. Obviously, he was
told that we were the “militia’ and that
we had arms and was a threat to use
violence against the marshals. His ad-
visors had told him that the situation in
Indianapolis was a “powder keg” that
they had to defuse. In that Mr. Reyna
was in a high position in the marshal’s
officeduring that time, he apparently was
one of them that participated in briefing
Ashcroft on this matter.

This occasion was not the first time
that Mr. Ashcroft had shown his grati-
tude to the Marshal’s service. On Feb-
ruary 13, 2001, the night of theraid, Mr.
Ashcroft called Marshal Frank Ander-
son at a Pacer’s basketball game and
thanked him personally for leading the
successful raid on the church. Appar-
ently, he felt relieved that the Bush ad-

ministration wasn't saddled with the op-
probrium of a Waco even though there
was never such danger. It also shows
that Mr. Ashcroft was personally re-
sponsiblefor the seizure of our property.
It also confirms what Debbie
Westbrook, who was the chief counsel
to the Marshals Service at the time of
the raid, told our Attorney, Mr. Al
Cunningham. She said that the raid
could have never come down without
the personal approval of John Ashcroft.

It isobviousthat anyone that the gov-
ernment wants to destroy whether here
or abroad must bevilifiedinthe pressto
get public opinion against them before
the government destroysthem. Itisalso
consistent with what U.S. Attorney
Doug Snoeyenbostold Mr. Cunningham
during the court proceedings. On one
occasion, he said that he had been ajus-
tice department attorney for eleven
yearsand usually handled hisown cases
but this was the first time that the
“higher-ups” were looking over his
shoulder. On another occasion, he said
that the “higher-ups’ were determined
to totally destroy Dr. Greg Dixon and
the Indianapolis Baptist Temple.

Isnot Mr. Ashcroft’s statement about
cooperation between “other law en-
forcement officials, with the media, and
with church leaders to resolve some
very thorny issues” revealing? We
should not be surprised at rapport be-
tween law enforcement agencies, but
did the media and local clergy counsel
with the Marshal as to how to bring
down the Baptist Temple? We believe
that they did. In fact, we felt all along
that there were those in the media that
wereinformersfor theauthorities. And
apparently there were some of the state
preacher boyswho the Marshal used for
advice. The state preachers have al-
ways curried the favor of the state
through being informers and an encour-
agement to the wicked acts of state of-
ficials. We will aways be grateful to
Sheriff Jack Cottey for refusing to al-
low his department to participate in the
raid, although he was asked to by the
Marshal’s office.

Mr. Ashcroft’s actions are consi stent
with histestimony beforethe Senate Ju-

diciary Committee on confirmations
when he said that he would not allow
his personal faith to conflict with his
duties as Attorney General. Mr. Ash-
croft proves by thisincident that thelaws
that someonein thisoffice, state or fed-
eral, isexpected to enforce at the present
timein the U.S. could never be carried
out asa Christian or for that matter any-
onewith principle. It also showsamis-
understanding on the doctrine of gov-
ernment as revealed in the scriptures.
When Saul gave the order for his sol-
diersto kill his son Jonathan for eating
without permission, they refused to do
so and saved Jonathan’s life. What a
fresh breath of freedom would have
blown through this nation if the Attor-
ney General, Marshal Frank Anderson,
and all of those marshals and policemen
who carried out theraid would have sim-
ply said we won't raid a church.

But since taking office Mr. Ashcroft
has done more than just order araid on
a church. He has unleashed the wrath
of the U.S. government against anti-
abortion protestors even in their peace-
ful efforts to save babies. And even
though he has refused to meet with a
group of unregistered church pastors, he
has opened the doors of his office to
large numbers of sodomites.

In our opinion, John Ashcroft will go
down in history as one of the greatest
enemies of the church in the history of
theworld in spite of the fact that hisfa-
ther was an old time Assembly of God
pastor and that heis alay preacher and
sings regularly in churches across the
land. When hewasaU.S. Senator along
with former Senator Dan Coats from
Indiana, Mr. Ashcroft was the architect
of the Faith Based Initiative, which le-
galized the socia gospel and outlawed
the old time saving gospel of Christ. In
theend, thisdirect flow of fundsinto the
coffers of the churches of Americawill

do more harm than open persecution.
kkhkkkkikk*k

And ye shall know the
truth,and thetruth shall
makeyou free. John 8:32
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TAXATION AND THELORD' SCHURCH

By Dr. Greg Dixon

Several years before his death in
1976 and long before there emerged the
type of persecution of churches and
their ministriesin America by the gov-
ernment as is now so visible, Baptist
Evangelist B.B. Caldwell madethefol-
lowing prediction in a sermon entitled,
“Seven World-Shaking Events Soon to
Come to Pass.”

“1 predict that the final oppression of
Christianity  will  start with
taxation...there will be universal taxa-
tion. Thiswill start with a series of in-
dependent churches and missionary as-
sociations, thereby casting a shadow
upontheir integrity and raising doubtsin
the minds of their contributors asto the
validity of their ministry. The govern-
ment will haul ministers of the Gospel
into court on alleged tax irregul aritiesand
challenge ministerial authority of inde-
pendent ministers of the Gospel. The
government will get rid of independent
ministers, churches, and associations,
and a state church will be set up.”

Notice, inthis prediction, the connec-
tion between taxation and a state
church. We are sad to say, but the dan-
ger of such a state church is now are-
ality because many preachers and lay-
menintheU.S. either do not know what
astate church is or do not care. David
Gibbs, Founder of the ChristianLaw As-
sociation (CLA), stated to a group of
preachers many years ago that there is
“probably a wide-spread feeling that
state church implies uniformed guards
conducting church services. And be-
causethat seems so unlikely, the fear of
a state church is often minimized.”

Littledid Brother Caldwell know that
just two years after he made those pro-
phetic remarks that Jerome Kurtz, then
commissioner of the Internal Revenue
Service, would give a speech in Janu-
ary of 1978 in the state of New York in
which he gave for the first time a defi-
nition of a church in the history of the
United States of America. In that
speech he announced the fourteen point
criteria of which the first demands that
all churches must have a“distinct legal

existence.” Inthe CLA publication The
Legal Alert of April 1998, Attorney
GibbsfollowsthisIRSdefinition of astate
church in an article entitled, Will
Churches Remain Tax-Exempt In
America? He said, “THE ORGANI-
ZATION MUST BE A FORMAL OR-
GANIZATION. Thismeansthe church
must organize as a trust, an unincorpo-
rated association, or a corporation...”
Practically 100% of the lawyers and
accountantsin Americafollow thisdefi-
nition of achurchtoday. In other words,
achurch must be alegal entity. Thisis
in total violation of the Scriptures, the
U.S. and all fifty State Constitutionsin
our nation, and theweight of church his-
tory, in particular, Baptist history. At the
point of the church becoming a legal
entity, it would automatically becomea
state church subject to the rules and
regulations of the state which isits cre-
ator and IRS Publication 1828, its rule
of faith and practicerather than the Holy
Scriptures.

For the purpose of this article, two
exampleswill suffice. Some years ago
| was asked by a pastor to attend a court
case in asmall town in Southern Indi-
ana. A local Baptist church had disci-
plined some members, and they were
suing the pastor (not the church) for re-
instatement into the membership. The
first question thejudge asked the pastor’s
lawyer was whether the church wasin-
corporated? When the lawyer said no,
| breathed asigh of relief until thejudge
asked if the church operated with acon-
stitution and by-lawsand the answer was
yes. Then he asked if they operated
with Trustees and the answer again was
yes. At that point, thejudge said that he
would take jurisdiction over the case.
Because of these state documents and
officers, the church was operating as a
legal entity known under state law as
an unincorporated association, not a
New Testament church under the
headship of the Lord Jesus Christ pur-
suant to the Holy Bible. In fact, the
pastor found that out rather quickly
when he stood to his feet withalarge

open King James Biblein hishandsand
started to read out loud to the court. The
judge quickly interrupted him and said,
“Pastor, | have great respect for the
Bible, but we are not hereto discussthe
Bible, but rather the statutes of the State
of Indiana and the Constitution and by-
laws of the church. Needless to say,
they hadn’t obeyed the guidelinesfor dis-
missing members based on those docu-
ments rather than the Scripture, so the
dissidentsended up with the church prop-
erty and the pastor along with the truly
good folks of the church found them-
selves standing on the outside.

Another interesting case was the
black preacher in a southern state that
called me and asked meto cometo their
court proceedings. This also involved
the dismissal of severa dissidentsfrom
the membership. In this case, the mal-
contents sued the church or rather the
corporation. This was the celebrated
case where the judge had placed a Jew-
ish attorney to preside over the business
meeting of ablack Baptist church which
was quite offensive to the congregation.
When | got into the picture, the case had
proceeded to the point where there was
ahearing to determine whether the pas-
tor wasto beputinjail for contempt for
refusing to give the membership list to
the court so the attorney could inform
the members of a business meeting to
reinstate the members. The preacher
was steadfast in his refusal to give up
the list. William Kuntsler of the infa-
mous Chicago Seven wasthelead coun-
sel for the church. At breakfast early
that morning, | had given “Bill” acrash
course on Baptist doctrine. However,
the judge wasn't interested in Baptist
doctrine but rather the laws pertaining
to non-profit organizations. The judge
said, “Counsel, has the pastor brought
themembershiplist for the organization?’
Kuntsler said, “No, your honor.” Sitting
right behind the attorney and the
preacher | whispered, “Bill, a Baptist
church is not an organization but an or-
ganism.” Like aflash Kuntsler was on
hisfeet and said in the long draw! of an
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accomplished orator with the proper
gestures, “ Your honor, a Baptist church
isnot an organization but an organism.”
Thejudgesaid, “Nicetry, Counselor, but
therecord showsthat this Baptist church
isorganized asacorporation, therefore,
it haswaived its Constitutional guaran-
tees to operate according to their inter-
pretation of the Scriptures. Then he
mentioned an astounding premise in
American jurisprudence. He said that
in that the church was organized as a
corporation under state law, therefore,
the church was a democracy and each
member had therightsof thewhole. All
of asudden, | realized that thejudgewas
giving us alesson in American law. A
democracy is the one-man-one vote
concept where a republican form of
government is a representative form of
government, where the wisest of men
areto be chosen by the peopleto repre-
sent them. And a Christian republic,
which America was in the beginning,
was to be represented by these men on
thebasis of our Constitution, which was
based on the laws of God. One is a
mobacracy and the other anindirect the-
ocracy.

The pastor still refused to give up the
records even though he had no Consti-
tutional or biblical groundto stand on. It
was an ominous sight as| saw him take
his billfold and other things out of his
pockets, give hiswatch to hiswife, and
put his hands behind his back waiting
for the cuffsto be applied. | will never
forget the tears of his wife and family
as he walked off to ajail cell. But the
end of the story was the saddest. The
preacher finally gave up the records.
They had their business meeting and the
first order of business was to vote the
pastor out, and the next thing they did
wasto vote the dissident members back
in. Thiswas at |least fifteen years ago,
and the preachers of America are till
sound asleep as they were then.

But history revealsthat astate church
operates with more deception than the
state coming in with armed guards as
Gibbs mentioned.

All of society given special
privileges over the rights of
churches

Historically, the state has considered
itself as benevolent, accommodating,
and wise in its relationship to its con-
trolled churches. Even in the Soviet
Union before the new lessening of ten-
sions, the church wastol erated for show
aslong as it conformed to state guide-
lines. In fact, they called them “show
churches.” One of those was the First
Baptist Church of Moscow. Intheearly
eighties, Edward Simcox, who at the
time was Secretary of State of the State
of Indiana, went to Russia as aguest of
the government. | invited him to speak
to our Auditorium Bible Classat theIn-
dianapolis Baptist Temple upon hisre-
turn. Following are the nearly unbe-
lievablethingsthat herevealed. He said
that he attended the large First Baptist
Church of Moscow, which was packed
out. He told how blessed he was to
hear the strains of the old songs of the
faith which he recognized even though
he couldn’t understand the words. He
said that he was blessed by the simple
gospel message that was preached and
especialy blessed by the communion
service a the close. The he told of a
beautiful wedding that was conducted
before the crowd was dismissed. Of
course, there were many hearty
“amens!” from our folks. Then he
dropped abombshell. Ontheway back
to his hotel, his host asked him how he
enjoyed the service, and, of course, he
told of hisjoy in being in such awon-
derful atmosphere. Then he was asked
if he knew who preached the sermon,
served communion and conducted the
wedding? Naturally he said no. Then
his guest revealed to him that each of
those men were KGB agents. They
were there to keep the people under
control and to make sure state approved
sermons came from the pul pit.
Thereis no difference except in de-
greein Americatoday. In order to get
benefitsfrom the state in tax deductions
and tax-deductible gifts, the pastors
have agreed to espouse Federal Public
Policy. A leader in achurch in north-
ern Indiana told me recently that four
preachers who had come to candidate
for the church told the congregation that
they can't preach against the govern-

ment. A Southern Baptist pastor told
one of hisassistant pastorsrecently that
he couldn’t conduct a class on Bible
prophecy because it might jeopardize
their tax-exemption. James Dobson an-
nounced on his international broadcast
a few months ago that because of their
tax-exempt status he was limited as to
what he could say inthelegidative area.
He has a battery of lawyers that keep
him on the straight and narrow in this
regard. Anytime apreacher goesto the
pulpit for weeks on end and says noth-
ing about current events in the light of
the Scriptures, you are hearing a
preacher that has hushed his mouth as
a prophet for hush money, tax-exemp-
tions. Now with President Bush’'s Faith
Based Initiative, it is even worse espe-
cialy themulti-million dollar ministries.
Untold thousands of these have already
goneto thetrough for direct government
subsidy or are waiting to be approved.
Do you think these pal ace preachersare
going to say anything negative about the
present administration? No wonder
| saiah the prophet said, | saiah 56:10-11,

10. “Hiswatchmen areblind: they

are all dumb dogs, they cannot
bark; sleeping, lying down, lov-
ing to slumber.

11. Yeathey aregreedy dogswhich
can never have enough, and
they are shepherds that can
not understand: they all look
to their own way, every one
for his gain, from his quarter."

Before dealing further with the mat-

ter of taxation itself asakey elementin
the state church, let's pause a moment
to consider other dangers of a state
church. It was the state church that
brought on the dark ages, called by some
the“Devil’smillennium.” It wasastate
church against which L uther stood when
he nailed his thesis to the Wittenburg
church door. It was a state church that
threw Bunyan in Bedford Jail for nearly
fourteen years. It was a state church
that slaughtered the Scottish Covenant-
ers, hunting them down like dogs, and
hoisting their bleaching skulls on cruel
spikesat Edinburg.

But the danger of a state church is
not only in its benevolent toleration of
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its controlled puppet churches, itisalso
the uncontrolled wrath which it lashes
out against those who dare to oppose
thisstate version of religion. Thisisthe
Satanic Spirit that triggered the Spanish
Inquisition.

But what man chooses for evil, God
choosesfor good. Itisstill truethat the
blood of the martyrsis still the seed of
the church. State persecution burned a
fire into the heart of Northern Ireland
that has not gone out in 200 years. It
drove our forefathers to these shores at
great peril for their lives. Even after
they came, it took the State Bill of Rights
tofinally stamp out aversion of the state
church even in the colonies. In some
ways, a state church is worse than no
religionat all. Virginterritory seemsto
respond to the gospel call morethan the
fallow ground of statereligion.

Today America's state religion of
Secular Humanism, whichis Cain’sre-
ligion that deniesthe saving blood of the
Lord Jesus Christ, is emerging as the
only approvedreligion, andtheonly one
legally taught in the public schoolsof the
land.

Historicaly, there were three things
that characterized a state church. Ev-
erythingintheland which calleditself a
church had to have these three elements:
(1) approval (see IRS Publication 1828
at www.irs.gov <http://www.irs.gov>)
(2) subsidy (tax-exemption and tax de-
ductible gifts). A little money has al-
ways been the bait for more controls.
The Supreme Court madeit crystal clear
in the Bob Jones Case - Tax-exemp-
tion is government subsidy. The old
axiom has always been true, “Come
Shekels, come Shackles.” Thethird el-
ement is taxation.

In Indiana, they are paying sewer
taxes; in Florida, they are being forced
to pay aschool tax to support unimagin-
able wickedness. In fact, many of the
churcheshavetheir own schoolsat great
hardship and sacrifice and still pay for
theteaching of evolution, humanism, so-
cialism, immorality such as sex-ed and
amyriad of other evilsin pubic schools.
In Pennsylvania, they are paying prop-
erty taxes on church parsonages. Many
churches across the land are paying

property taxes on what they are not us-
ing for regular worship services volun-
tarily asif the state needs more to squan-
der and waste on all kinds of wicked
schemes. Caesar has been a wastrel
and now wants Almighty God to bail him
out. Theworst of all taxesare so-called
payroll and Socia Security (FICA) taxes
on “employees.” This was the reason
the government gave for confiscating 6
million dollars worth of property from
the Indianapolis Baptist Temple. Inthe
first place, those who minister in the
Lord's vineyard are not hirelings, nor
neither do they receive wages by the
IRS definition. These servants of God
arethe under shepherds of the Lord who
minister to the sheep of His pasture and
receive love gifts from God's people.
Our Lord settled this matter with these
words, John 10:12-13, “But hethat isan
hireling, and not the shepherd, whose
own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf
coming, and leaveth the sheep, and
fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and
scattereth the sheep. Thehireling fleeth
because heisan hireling, and careth not
for his sheep.”

Reasons against churches paying
taxes are both theol ogical and constitu-
tional. The basic issueisthe Lordship
of Jesus Christ over His own blood
bought body. Itisafirst commandment
issue. God said, “Thou shalt have no
other gods before me.” To understand
the origins of the conflict over taxation,
it isimportant to recognize the roots of
the problem in pagan faith and practice.
In paganism, the state saw itself as the
sovereign or all-powerful lord over all
things. As the sovereign, its life and
power constituted an umbrella under
which al things, including religion and
education, existed. To have a “legiti-
mate” function, all things had to be li-
censed, controlled and taxed by the
state. Consequently, the state was seen
asthat power in whom and under whom
al peoplesand institutions had their life
and being. The function of religion un-
der that umbrella was to assist by pro-
viding social cement in much the same
way as the present state approved reli-
gionisfunctioninginthe U.S. today.

Rome persecuted the early church,
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not because of religious hostility, but be-
cause, among other things, the church
refused to recognize the ultimate author-
ity of the state over it. Rome regarded
this as a political offense. The early
church refused to pay taxes to Rome or
any other power, or alow any licensure,
regulation or control. See Acts17: 7.

When Peter said those powerful
words as recorded in Acts 4:12, “Nei-
ther is their salvation in any other: for
there is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be
saved,” hewas proclaiming achallenge
to government authority which had over-
stepped the limits of legitimate author-
ity. He heralded forth the Lordship of
Christ in asociety, which claimed Cae-
sar asLord. Thiswasthe problem that
Paul and Silas ran into at Philipi. The
authorities caught them and brought
them to the magistrates and said at Acts
16:20-21, “...These men...do exceed-
ingly troubleour city, And teach customs,
which were not lawful for peopleto re-
ceive, neither to observe, being Ro-
mans.” It was blasphemy to recognize
any authority to be supreme except the
authority of Caesar.

Another illustration of taxation of the
church being amatter of Lordshipisthe
fact that in every state there are vast
areas of untaxed lands. In at least one
western state, as much as ninety per-
cent of itsland areaisuntaxed. No taxes
are paid on state owned land because
the state claims sovereignty - the state
in thisinstance islord. Sovereignty is
the prerogative of the state, and hence
the taxing, governing, and law making
power. Now, the state is making the
same claim on properties held by
churchesas pastorsin Californiadiscov-
ered a few years ago.

In 1984, the U.S. staked out aclaim
on the church treasuries in America
when they passed the FICA tax and
churches collection and payment law.
Beginning January 1, 1984, churches
were required to pay the Social Secu-
rity half of the “employees’” wages and
collect the other half from the workers.
Attorney John W. Baker said IRS en-
forcement options in cases of honcom-
pliance could include seizure of bank as-

sets and property and the beginning of
criminal proceedings against the “ per-
son or persons who made the determi-
nation not to pay taxes.” Thisobviously
opened the door for the IRS to audit
church records. The churches, we are
told arerich, and the pastorsareralling
in money and these rich churches need
to pay their fair share. But we have a
problem - the church treasury isnot ours
togive. ThetitheistheLord’s.

In answer to atricky question posed
to Him, Christ asked aquestion: Luke
20:24, “ Show me a penny. Whoseim-
age and superscription hath it? They
answered and said Caesar’s.” Christ
then said: verse 25, “Render therefore
unto Caesar the things which be
Caesar’sand unto God thethingswhich
be God's.” TheLord Jesuswassimply
saying what belongs to Caesar give it
to Caesar, but what belongsto God give
ittoHim. WhatimprintisontheLord's
church? A state church has Caesar’s
imprint through becoming alegal entity.
But the N.T. church hasthe Lord’sim-
printonit.

John Marshal, a former Supreme
Court Justice stated the case well when
hesaid: “The power totax isthe power
to destroy.” Taxable organizations are
answerable to the government, open to
inspection and dictates of government.
Thesame unscriptural relationshipises-
tablished when churches pay taxes to
the government and is also established
when the government subsidizes the
church through tax-exemption. The
material assets of a church are a sa-
cred stewardship held in trust for Jesus
Christ, the Head of the church.

In the eighties the Indiana State Tax
Commission changed its exemption
formsto say in thefirst paragraph, “To
be tax-exempt is a privilege that may
be waived.” And the church seeking
tax-exemption must supply a whole
litany of thingsthat intrudeinto thevery
bowels of the church.

The Chief Priestsin Israel said, “We
have no king but Caesar.” Thiswasan
acquiescence of tremendous magnitude
to the prevalent doctrine of the preemi-
nence of Caesar. These were men,
whofrom childhood, had been taught to

repeat the song almost endlessly, Psalm
47:1, “God isthe King of al the earth.”
They had bowed to the golden image of
state worship, denying the absol ute su-
premacy of the King of glory in heaven
when they said, “WE HAVE NO KING
BUT CAESAR.” They also sealed their
eternal doom.

Should churches pay withholding and
FICA taxes and file tax-exempt forms
to be relieved of other taxes such as
property, corporate and sales tax? Our
bold answer isyesfor those “churches’
that have gotten in bed with beast gov-
ernment for benefits and privileges
through operating as tax-exempt public
charities, but for New Testament
churches which are non-taxable by Di-
vine right and protected by the federal
and state congtitutions, never. If theprice
for this biblical position is to have our
lands confiscated and our preachers
thrown into prison, so be it...” WE
OUGHT TO OBEY GOD RATHER
THAN MEN!" (Acts 5:29)

For information on how to organize
an unregistered New Testament church,
contact usat 317-783-6753 or by e-mail
drgregdixon@hotmail.com
<mailto:drgregdixon@hotmail.com>.
Many churches are repenting of their
entanglement with government and are
beginning to operate ashiblical churches
for which we believe our Lord rejoices.

NO ROOM Cont'd from pg. 3
Thisisagreat victory and we give God
all of theglory and honor. Now, lets pray
and work to see al zoning laws against
churcheseliminated not only in Indianapo-
lis, but all over the nation
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